Catalogue of papers belonging to Cromarty Church of Scotland

Draft at 21 January 2002

Cromarty church papers

Bundle 1  

1.1 Gaelic Chapel: copy of Minutes sent to Captain Ross 28 August and 1 September 1893 concerning the possible granting of the title to the chapel from Captain Ross to the Trustees of the Church of Scotland.

1.2 Copy of a letter from John Reid, Secretary to the Treasury in Edinburgh, dated 10 March 1885 concerning the appointment of the Rev. Donald MacLeod as Minister of the Gaelic Chapel and confirming the Secretary of State’s intention to continue the £50 stipend paid from the Consolidated Fund, while also confirming that the appointment has been made “by her Majesty” in conformity with the conditions of the Royal Warrant of 1781 - a typed copy of which is enclosed.

1.3 Answers to General Assembly’s Queries re Chapels of Ease: December 1846. This includes a letter from John Marshall,  Acting Secretary to the Assembly’s Committee on Chapels of Ease asking nine questions about the Gaelic Chapel - its funding, management, congregation, etc. The answers to these questions are attached, as are the answers to a further (or earlier?) nineteen questions.

1.4 Nominal Roll of the communicants of the Parish Church, Cromarty: 5 July 1892. (78 names). Also Nominal Roll of the communicants of the Gaelic Chapel, Cromarty: 5 July 1892 (18 names). Also Nominal Roll of the adherents of the Gaelic Chapel 5 July 1892 (50 names).

1.5 Copies of above rolls.

1.6 62 pre-printed form, all dated 21 June 1892, signed by persons claiming to have their names placed on the roll of the congregation of the Gaelic Chapel.

1.7 Copies of, respectively, a letter from the Procurator of the Church of Scotland dated 7 June 1893 to Rev. Walter Scott of Cromarty, and an extract from the Minutes of the Presbytery of Chanonry dated 28 June 1893. These concern - inter alia - the proper disposition of the collection made at the door of the Gaelic Chapel.

1.8 Papers concerning the vacancy at the Gaelic Chapel following the election, on 7 October 1888, of the Rev. William Cameron MA to Poolewe. Parishioners not on the Communion Roll are invited to submit claims as adherents if they wish to take part in the election of a new minister (see 6 above). A Committee is duly established in July 1892 and the appointment of the Rev Andrew McPherson is recommended to the Presbytery of Chanonry on 6 September 1892.

1.9 Copies of two of the intimations in 8 above.

1.10 Church of Scotland Statistical Return for the Gaelic Chapel, dated 13 January 1903 - showing 8 communicants and a total annual collection of £2-11-3.

1.11 Further papers concerning the appointment of Rev Andrew McPherson as minister of the Gaelic Chapel in September 1892.

1.12 List of 33 names attached to the Call to the Rev Andrew McPherson, and the Minutes of the meeting of the congregation to approve the nomination.

Cromarty church papers

Bundle 2

2.1 Receipts from W. T. McTavish, Solicitor, Tain, for documents connected with the bond held by the Kirk Session of Cromarty, 29th June 1892

2.2 Letter to H. Grigor, Esq, 13th July 1891 from John Thomson, Session Clerk, about the bond.

2.3 Letter from H. Grigor, Esq,, 15th July 1891, about the bond.

2.4 Letter to H. Grigor, Esq, 20th July 1891, about the bond.

2.5 Letter to H. Grigor, Esq, 1st September 1891, from John Thomson, Session Clerk, re legacy from ‘the late John McLeod’ [of Gordon’s Mill]

2.6 Letter from H. Grigor, Esq, 4th September 1891. Reply to above.

2.7 Letter to H. Grigor, Esq., 2nd November 1891, from John Thomson, Session Clerk, re bond held from the late James Grigor, Procurator Fiscal of Cromarty.

2.8 Letter from J. Dewar, Secretary, Church Interests Committee. Subject: Moderator’s Address, 11th November 1891.

2.9 Letter from H. Grigor, Esq., 23rd November 1891, re Grigor bond.

2.10 Letter to H. Grigor, Esq., 24th November 1891, from John Thomson, Session Clerk.

2.11 Letter to H. Grigor, Esq, 7th January 1892, from John Thomson, Session Clerk, re Grigor bond.

2.12 Letter from Miss Grigor to Rev. Walter Scott with £4.10.0, 2nd February 1892.

2.13 To Miss J. Grigor, Cromarty, 9th February 1892, from John Thomson, Session Clerk. Reply to above, asking for address of her brother James in order to communicate with him about property in High Street.

2.14 Letter from Miss Grigor, 16th February 1892, in reply to above. Is in communication with her brother.

2.15 Letter from J. B. McIntosh, S.S.C., Edinburgh. Subject: A Return. Has not received ‘the Schedule from the Gaelic Church, Cromarty – Mr McGregor giving as a reason for the non-return the fact of the present vacancy’. Asks John Thomson to fill up the schedule. Note on outside, ‘Answered 23.3.92. Asked Rev Jno Macgregor to send on the return to J. B. McIntosh.’

2.16 Letter from J. B. McIntosh, S.S.C., Edinburgh. Subject: 2s.6d. 4th April 1892. About the intention of the Kirk Session to contribute 2/6 to the Church of Scotland Committee on Statistics.

2.17 Letter from J. B. McIntosh, S.S.C., Edinburgh. Subject: 2s.6d., 11th April 1892

2.18 Letter from W.T. McTavish, Tain. Subject: Titles. 29th April 1892. To Rev. Walter Scott, Cromarty. Wishes to borrow titles to property on which Kirk Session have a bond. Wants to know how the bond stands at present.

2.19 Letter to W.T. McTavish, Esq.,  Tain. Subject: Titles. 2nd May 1892. From John Thomson, Session Clerk. Cannot send titles by post but welcome to see titles here at any time. Whole debt is £89.14.11.

2.20 To David R. Clarke, Edinburgh, as to sending of magazines &c, 18th May 1892. About means of sending the monthly parcel of Life and Work to Cromarty.

2.21 Letter from David R. Clark. Subject: Life and Work Magn. Carriage of. 20th May 1892.

2.22 Letter to Miss J. S. Grigor. Subject: Address of Mr James Grigor. 8th June 1892, from John Thomson, Session Clerk. If address not given, will have to call up the bond and if funds not available will have to take steps for disposing of the property.

2.23 Letter to Session Clerk, Callander Parish, Callander. As to Mr J. Gray, 8th June 1892. The Cromarty Session require confirmation that John Gray’s resignation as an Elder at Callander has been accepted.

2.24 Letter from Session Clerk, Callander Parish. Subject: Mr James Gray. 13th June 1892. Mr Gray has not tendered his resignation, but he was a ‘bona fide’ elder. 

2.25 Copy of report of Valuation of Property in High Street, Cromarty, 30th June 1892. Property of late James Grigor valued at £85.

2.26 Letter to W. T. Mactavish, Solicitor, Tain. Subject: Recovery of loan. 27th June 1892. From John Thomson, Session Clerk. Kirk Session wish to appoint McTavish to recover loan from the heirs of James Grigor.

2.27 Letter from W. T. McTavish, Solicitor, Tain. Value of property. 2nd July 1892. To Rev. Walter Scott. On the Grigor loan.

2.28 Letter to Session Clerk, Rosemarkie. Disjunction certificates. Mrs [George] Watson and Miss [Christina] Paterson. 12th July 1892. From John Thomson, Session Clerk.

2.29 Letter from Revd William Green, Montrose. Receipt for £3.4.0. 23rd September 1892

2.30 Letter from W. T. McTavish, Solicitor, Tain. Sale of property. 26th September 1892. Sale of the property of the late James Grigor can now be carried through. Kirk Session should meet to discharge the Bond and formally deliver up the Title Deeds.

2.31 State of Settlement of Bond and Disposition by James Grigor to Kirk Session of Cromarty. £92.14.11. 29th September 1892.

2.32 Bank Slip, Mrs Rose of Nigg’s Bequest. 7th Nov. 1892.

2.33 Scheme for Elders visiting, 16th October 1893.

2.34 Letter from Stewart Rule and Burns, Solicitors, Inverness. Investment. 8th Novr 1892. To John Scott Esq, Newton, Cromarty, on the investment of small legacies to the Kirk Session.

2.35 Letter to James Mackay as to Collections in Chapel. 10th Jany: 1893. From John Thomson, Session Clerk, asking if collections had been taken in the Gaelic Chapel on the 1st and 8th instant and, if so, why they had not been handed over to the Kirk Session.

2.36 Letter to Urquhart and Mackay, Tain, 10th June 1893. Re payment of account for painting and decorating. Memo from Urquhart and Mackay enclosed.

2.37 Letter from Treasurer, Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. Subject: Receipt for £2.1.0. 13th March 1893. Enclosing receipt for the Annual Collection made in Cromarty Parish Church for the funds of the Royal Infirmary.

2.38 To Revd A. McPherson, Cromarty. Disjunction Cert/ John Skinner, fisherman, residing in the Big Vennel, a Communicant on the Roll of the Gaelic Chapel.

2.39 Letter from Commercial Bank. Advice as to Deposit Receipt. £3.10.8. 7th July 1893.

2.40 Letters from Messrs Urquhart and Mackay, Tain. Forward Receipt for £15.6.4. 28th July 1893.

2.41 Letter to Inspector of Poor. As to Elders Ordained 1st August 1893. From John Thomson, Session Clerk. Messrs Alexander Mackay, residing at the Retreat, and Grigor Mackenzie, residing at the East End, have been ordained Elders and are therefore entitled to a seat at the Parochial Board.

2.42 Letter to Revd A. McPherson. For list of communicants. 28th August 1893. At the Gaelic Chapel in July.

2.43 Letter to Revd A. McPherson. As to Chapel door collection. 28th August 1893.

2.44 Letter from Revd A. McPherson, 21st Sept 1893. To J. Thomson, Session Clerk.

2.45 Letter to Revd A. McPherson. Collections and Communicants. 21st Sept 1893. Further request to account for the collections taken at the door of the Chapel.

2.46 Letter from Geo: McLeay, Solicitor. Subject. Proclamation. Mr Forsyth. 3rd October 1893. To Mr Thomson, Session Clerk. Threat of legal action because proclamation of marriage had not been made.

2.47 Letter to Geo: McLeay, Solicitor. Subject: Mr Forsyth. 3rd October 1893. Proclamation not made because Mr Forsyth had not complied with ‘the necessary forms of the Church’.

2.48 Card from Hugh M. Jamieson, Minister of Monzie, Feb 27th 1894, with reply from John Thomson, Session Clerk, on the back, re Addition of Miss Mary Stirtin to Communion Roll.

2.49 Forsyth Fund Minute Book. A. and A. Campbell. 18th October 1893. To Revd Walter Scott. Receipt of Minute Book acknowledged.

2.50 Letter from John Thomson, Session Clerk, to the Moderator, Presbytery of Chanonry. Return of Communicants 27th Novr 1893. Unable to send the Return of Communicants owing to lack of information from the Gaelic Chapel, Cromarty.

2.51 Letter from Wm Gilbert. 23rd Decr 1893. From Aulthash, Fochabers, to John Thomson, Session Clerk, re Certificate of Communication.

2.52 Letter from Mr McTavish to John Thomson, Session Clerk. Returning Kirk Session document. 12th Jany: 1894.

2.53 McLeod and Ross. Funds. Note of cash from Commercial Bank. 30th January 94.

2.54 Letter from Revd A. McPherson. Communicants. 20th February ’94. List of those who communicated in the Gaelic Chapel on the 9th of July 1893.

2.55 Letter from Rev’d A. McPherson. As to control over Gaelic Chapel, 28th February 94. Asks what grounds the Kirk Session of the Parish Church has for claiming any control over him or his congregation.

2.56 Copy letter sent to Revd A. McPherson, 5th March 1894. From John Thomson, Session Clerk, referring Mr McPherson to the Presbytery of Chanonry for the information requested.

2.57 From Revd A. McPherson. Communicants and Collection of £7.13.3. 27th March 1894. To Rev. W. Scott.

2.58 From Revd A. McPherson. Young communicants. Four. 7th April ’94.

2.59 Letter to Rev. A. Macpherson as to meeting of Kirk Session for 4th May ’94. Finance. 30th April 1894. From John Thomson, Session Clerk. A meeting of the Kirk Session has been called to afford Mr Macpherson ‘an opportunity of satisfying the Session as to the finances of the Gaelic Chapel’.

2.60 Letter from Mr Wm Gilbert. For Disjunction Certificates. 2nd May 1894.

2.61 Letter from Revd A. Macpherson anent a Certificate. 14th June 1894. To Rev. W. Scott asking him to call a meeting of the Kirk Session and ask them to give him a certificate anent collections made at the door of the Gaelic Church.

2.62 Increased Collections. Foreign missions. 19th Septr 1894. To Convenor, General Assembly’s Committee, Foreign Missions, from John Thomson, Session Clerk. Will send £1.4.0 and attempt to increase it.

2.63 Letter to Logan & Co., Inverness. Organ out of order. 30th Septr  1894.

2.64 From Treasurer, Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. 3rd October 1894. Asking for remittance of contribution from the Church collections.

2.65 From Revd A. Macpherson. Income and Expenditure, also Communicants. 10th October 1894.

2.66 Letter to Revd A. Macpherson. Anent Collections, Communicants, and Certificate, 15th October 1894. From John Thomson, Session Clerk. Macpherson’s statement was incomplete but a certificate will be granted for the past on condition that an assurance in writing will be made that future statements will contain the necessary detail.

2.67 Letter to Revd A. Macpherson. Mrs Smith. 15th October 1894. From John Thomson, Session Clerk. Name of Mrs Smith cannot be added to the Roll of Communicants as it was not submitted to the Kirk Session for approval.

2.68 Letter from Mr Macpherson. Collections. 17th October ’94. Promises to give half yearly statement of Income and Expenditure.

2.69 Letter from H. S. Dunlavy, St John, N.B. As to Certificates of Marriages and Births. 20th October 1894. Regarding information about the antecedents of a family who had emigrated from Cromarty (Alexander Ross and Barbara Fraser née Ross)

2.70 Letter from Revd Mr Macpherson. As to delay in granting certificate. 26th Oct 1894.

2.71 Letter to Rev’d Mr Macpherson. As to delay in forwarding certificate. 27th October 1894.

2.72 Letter to H. S. Dunlavy, St John, N.B., Canada. As to Certificates of Marriages and Deaths. From John Thomson, Session Clerk, referring him to the Registrar General in Edinburgh for the information required.

2.73 From Revd A. Macpherson. Reply. By: Minute 9th Novr 1894. 6th November 1894. Asking Kirk Session to inform him distinctly what they want.

2.74 Revd A. Macpherson. Change of Communion Sunday. 20th Novr 1894.

2.75 From H. S. Dunlavy, St John, N.B. Certificate of Marriage etc. Received 26th November 94. To John Thomson, with thanks for information.

2.76 From Revd A. Macpherson. Promise, Communicants. 27th November 1894.

2.77 From Revd A. Macpherson. Promise. Income and Expenditure. 27th November 1894.

2.78 From Revd A. Macpherson. Mrs Smith and Communicants. 1st December 1894.

2.79 To Revd A. Macpherson. Receipt of letter and list of communicants as at July 1894. 3rd Decr 1894.

2.80 Revd A. Macpherson. List of Communicants. Received 3d December ’94.

2.81 To Revd A. Macpherson. Mrs Smith added to Communion Roll, 7th December ’94.

2.82 From R. and R. Clark. Free Supplement. 19th  Decr 1894. Re Free Supplement to Life and Work.
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Bundle 3

3.1 Plan, June 1908, by John Grundy, Engineer, London, of proposed warm air heating system for Cromarty Parish Church.

3.2 Plan, n.d., by Simons, Hunter & Co, Edinburgh, of proposed heating system for Cromarty Parish Church.

3.3 Estimates (3 sheets), 13 Sept 1930, by McClary of Simons, Hunter & Co, Edinburgh, for heating system in Church and Church Hall. Cromarty. Estimate of £144 18s for heater and £69 9s for flue.

3.4 3 letters, June 1908, from John Grundy, heating and ventilation engineer, London, re. A heating system for Cromarty Church including as estimate of £45. System guarantees a temperature of 57° F when freezing outside.

3.5 Letter, 6 Oct 1930, from McClary, Edinburgh to Revd Gordon Moore asking if their offer has been accepted.

3.6 Illustrations of John Grundy’s patent heating apparatus.

3.7 Statement, 27 July 1893, of cost of repairs to Cromarty Parish Church. Washing and distempering ceilings and walls, washing and painting staircases, washing seats. West gallery painted, grained and varnished; centre gallery varnished and stained; east gallery and three pillars painted, stained and varnished; pulpit washed and varnished; three outside doors washed and varnished; ‘inside Cromarty House seats, Arch etc.’ painted 2 coats; window blinds washed: £16 6s 1d.

3.8 Account, 7 March 1928, from John Shepherd, carter, to Revd Gordon Moore, for carting sand, gravel and stones to the church hall, 1s 6d.

3.9 Plan, 1931, from Spensers (Scotland) Ltd for proposed petrol lighting system for the church hall.

3.10 Plan, 15 March 1928, by D Matheson, architect, Dingwall, for addition to church hall for store, coal store, WC and petrol lighting plant. Stamped ‘passed’ by Town Council.

3.11 ‘Hall Account’, n.d., for building, plumber and joinery work. £77 1s 10d.

3.12 Note of ‘Hall Contracts and Expenditure’, being £77 1s 10d in 1928 for mason work, plumbing, carpentry, carting and harbour dues; with income in 1926 from Guild Sale £65 10s 6d, interest £2 15s 5d, social £10 = £78 5s 11d

3.13 Receipted account, 2 May 1928, from Robert Gilmour, plumber, for installing WC and basin in Church Hall, £25 18s 10d.

3.14 Receipt, April 1928, from John McLeod and Sons, for work at Church Hall.

3.15 Estimate, 20 March 1928, from George Skinner, painter and decorator, 25 High Street, Cromarty (printed heading), for glazing and painting, £13 10s

3.16 Receipted account, April 1928, from John Shepherd to Rev Gordon Moore for carting shingle and gravel to Church Hall, 6s.

3.17 Receipted account, 23 July 1928, from D Taylor, carpenter, for work at Church Hall, £8 10s.

3.18 Obligation and discharge, July 1898, for credit of £600 by Commercial Bank of Scotland Ltd to Cromarty Parish Improvement and New Hall Committee.

3.19 Application, 23 Oct 1897, to The Baird Trust for Church Hall Accommodation. A hall at the end of Church Street, for 240 sitters, 52ft 6in x 26ft 6in, for ‘Guilds, Bible Classes, Sunday Schools and other Church Organisations’. Estimated cost £625. £1000 subscribed by 112 individuals. Architect John Robertson, 39 Union Street, Inverness.

3.20 Specification, March 1928, by D Matheson, architect, Dingwall, of works to be carried out at the church hall with offer from Macleod and Sons to carry out mason work for £28 7s.

3.21 Receipts, 1896, for 12 book rests and 14 hassocks from West & Collier, Henley on Thames £3 4s 4d; goods shipped from Aberdeen including chairs, 15s 6d; repair of choir seat 15s; cartage 9d.

3.22 Printed ‘Statement in Regard to the Taxation of Church Halls’, n.d., urging an approach to MPs in support of proposal to remove liability to taxation following decision of Court of Session that halls were not exempt as places of worship.

3.23 Offer, 24 March 1928, from R Gilmour to fit Shanks basin at Church Hall, £5 15s.

3.24 Ditto for plumber work according to plans, £18 15s.

3.25 Offer, 20 March 1928, from David Taylor, carpenter, for joiner work of proposed lavatory at Cromarty Parish Church, £23 10s.

3.26 Insurance certificates (2), 1902 and 1903, for church hall. Sum insured £800.

3.27 Application, 1897, to The Baird Trust: Church Building and Endowing for proposed improvements to church. Accommodation for 357 sitters. Proposals include replacement of hot water pipe heating with stove with smoke pipe going up through centre of church. Pulpit, platform and lining £114 10s; heating apparatus £50; hall £625. £100 subscribed.

3.28 Letter, 28 June 1899, from G St Quinton to Rev Mr Scott apologising for being unable to meet with Presbytery and informing Mr Scott that he has put cabers and posts across the gate of the new burial ground and arranged for the cutting of the grass.

3.29 List, n.d., of ‘persons who will give for church improvements and new hall’. All outwith Cromarty.

3.30 Notes on envelope, n.d., re work to church and hall.

3.31 Notes, n.d., re work to church and hall.

3.32 Letter, 2 Dec 1901, calling a meeting of the heritors re improvements to the church.

3.33 Note. n.d., on pulpit and reseating of the church.

3.34 Letter, 9 Nov 1897, from Mr Murray, Edinburgh, to Rev Walter Scott referring to draft of feu charter for the church hall.

3.35 Notes, 1897, on stages in planning the church hall: proposal 7 July 1897; agreement of congregation 30 July 1897; application to Baird Trust 23 Oct 1897 and to Highland Committee; feu charter etc.

3.36 Letter, 18 Jan 1900, Church of Scotland Highland Committee clerk to Rev Walter Scott, informing him that only 10s in the £ of grant can be paid now with rest to follow next year.

3.37 Letter, 17 Nov 1897, Church of Scotland Highland Committee clerk to Rev Walter Scott, enclosing order for £30.

3.38 Letter, 11 Nov 1897, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, stating that they are unable to find the plan for the church improvements and returning minute of the Presbytery meeting and estimates.

3.39 Letter, 4 Oct 1897, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, enclosing two copies of requested schedule.

3.40 Letter, 12 Nov 1897, Church of Scotland Highland Committee clerk to Rev Walter Scott, acknowledging receipt of application and estimates, and advising that grants are normally for halls in populous places at a distance from the church.

3.41 Letter, 24 Nov 1897, Church of Scotland Highland Committee clerk to Rev Walter Scott, confirming grant of £60.

3.42 Letter, 18 Feb 1899, Church of Scotland Highland Committee clerk to Rev Walter Scott, intimating that they are unable to pay the grant until next year.

3.43 Letter, 1 June 1898, from Mr Murray, Edinburgh to Rev Walter Scott, re recording the feu charter to the hall.

3.44 Letter, 18 Sept 1902, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, acknowledging receipt of titles.

3.45 Letter, 8 Feb 1899, from Mr Whitehead, Inverness, to Rev Walter Scott, informing Mr Scott that he has selected an American organ for the hall.

3.46 Letter, 28 Mar 1899, from Prof Cowan, Aberdeen to Rev Walter Scott, Prof Cowan has sent a photograph of the pulpit.

3.47 Letter, 6 May 1905, from Mr Davidson, Inverness, to Rev Walter Scott, complaining that the man who erected the marble font has not been paid.

3.48 Copy letter, 25 Aug 1902, from Rev Walter Scott to The Baird Trust, confirming that improvements are complete and requesting payment of grant.

3.49 Letter, 25 Apr 1902, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, returning feu charter and other papers.

3.50 Memorandum, 26 Sept 1902, from Rod Maclennan, Carpenter and Builder, Castle Street, Fortrose (headed paper) to Rev Walter Scott, enclosing account and requesting prompt payment.

3.51 Letter, 16 June 1902, from Rev AJ Macdonald, Killearnan, to Rev Walter Scott, re presbyterial dinner for Macdonald and presentation of chair carved with Macdonald arms.

3.52 Letter, n.d., from Jane Scott, Newton, to Rev Walter Scott re possible donation of chair and communion table but only if a new table, to replace old fashioned long table, is desirable.

3.53 Letter, 4 Apr 1899, from Offices of the Church, Edinburgh, to Rev Walter Scott, re oak pulpit for the church. Mr Scott wants effect of old woodwork. The writer refers to two pulpits in antiquarian museum, one said to be John Knox’s; to methods of treating wood to give the effect of age; and to a ‘curious old black oak pulpit in the Gaelic Church, Inverness’.

3.54 Letter, 23 Mar 1899, from John Robertson, Inverness, to Rev Walter Scott re pulpit. Asks if Mr Scott has seen the pulpit in Auldearn Church, designed for a gothic church. Mr Scott’s church is classic in character and suggests he might desire something ‘less massive’.

3.55 Letter, 18 Dec 1901, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, confirming that the trustees approve the modifications of the scheme for Cromarty Church and Hall.

3.56 Copy letter, 14 Dec 1901, from Rev Walter Scott to The Baird Trust, requesting approval of changes to the scheme for the Church and Hall. Decision has been delayed because of Col Ross’s service in the South African campaign. Proposes improvements to seats because Cromarty is becoming each year more of a summer resort and the proposed railway will bring a large influx of summer visitors.

3.57 Letter, Nov 1897, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, outlining conditions of support as being completion by 31 Dec 1898, the hall to be of stone and to accommodate at least 240 sitters, there to be no debts on the property, to be inalienably secured to the Church of Scotland and the Trust to be satisfied as to the parties in whom it is feudally vested.

3.58 Letter, 16 Jan 1899, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, informing him that no part of the grant can be paid until the work is completed.

3.59 Letter, 11 Nov 1899, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, to the same effect.

3.60 Letter, 4 Jan 1899, from Arch Scott to Rev Walter Scott (‘my dear Walter’), referring to The Baird Trust and advising Mr Scott to request a division of the grant between the church and the hall. Refers to criticism of trustees over financial management and says that ‘Mrs Scott is greatly depressed’. [It is apparent from other documents that Dr Archibald Scott was a trustee of The Baird Trust.]

3.61 Letter, 8 Nov 1897, from Church of Scotland Highland Committee to Rev Walter Scott, re application for grant.

3.62 Letter, 12 Sep 1902, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, requesting title to hall and statement of cost and grants received.

3.63 Copy letter, n.d., from Rev Walter Scott to Col Ross enclosing pans by Ritchie & Co for hot water pipes for the church and estimates of improvements to seating. One estimate for £130 includes ‘renewing entire woodwork of seating of the area of the church, galleries not included’. This would be too sweeping and change the quaint character of the old church.  Mr Scott suggests having the narrow seats under the three galleries enlarged, without spoiling much of the charm of the old church.

3.64 Letter, 28 Aug 1902, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, acknowledging letter of 25 Aug 1902.

3.65 Notes, n.d., for a meeting re the church and hall.

3.66 Copy letter, 13 May 1899, from Rev Walter Scott to Mr St Quinton, re the church and hall. Mr Scott proposes to have a service for sailors tomorrow forenoon.

3.67 Letter, 29 Aug 1899, from Col Ross, Muree, to Rev Walter Scott, approving installation of heating. Also refers to family affairs, including birth of a daughter – Mrs Ross and other daughter, Jean, all well. Writer touched by letter from ‘dear old Mrs Brydon’ and requests ‘Banker Ross’ to write with news of the Cromarty railway.

3.68 Letter, 9 Oct 1897, from Arch Scott, Edinburgh to Rev Walter Scott, advising that the hall should be vested in the Kirk Session.

3.69 Letter, 9 Nov 1897, from The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, advising that a grant of £250 has been voted for the hall.

3.70 Letter, 5 July 1899, from Col Ross, Muree, to Rev Walter Scott, re church improvements and the ‘pulpit question’. Writer says that ‘the Cromarty Church holds my earliest recollections’ and that he ‘would like to see it once more as it always stood’ and so request s delay in the works if possible. Also send family news.

3.71 Letter, 25 Oct 1897, from TM Murray, Edinburgh, to Rev Walter Scott, re draft feu for the hall.

3.72 Letter, 2 Sep 1897, from the Church of Scotland Highland Committee to Rev Walter Scott, re application and suggesting that Mr Scott attend the meeting of the committee.

3.73 Letter, n.d., from John Robertson, Inverness, to Rev Walter Scott re railing and gates for the hall from the Foundry.

3.74 Letter (typed), 3 Dec 1898, from Rose Street Foundry to Rev Walter Scott railing and apologising for delay.

3.75 Letter, 17 Feb 1899, from Arch Scott to Rev Walter Scott, informing him that The Baird Trust will consider work as specified in the schedule rather than the cost.

3.76 Notes, n.d., for a meeting re church and hall.

3.77 Letter, 29 July 1897, from Col Ross, Cromarty House, to Rev Walter Scott, apologising for being unable to attend the meeting but indicating his willingness to grant a feu.

3.78 Letter, 8 Sep 1897, The Baird Trust to Rev Walter Scott, enclosing hall schedule for completion.

3.79 Notes, n.d., for a meeting re church and hall.

3.80 Notes, n.d., for a meeting re church and hall.

3.81 Letter, 22 Sep 1898, from John Robertson to Rev Walter Scott re windows, seating and gates

3.82 Letter, 3 Dec 1898, from John Robertson to Rev Walter Scott, re railing.

3.83 Letter, 2 Dec 1898, from John Robertson to Rev Walter Scott, re railing.

3.84 Letter, 30 Nov 1898, from John Robertson to Rev Walter Scott, re railing.

3.85 Letter (headed paper), 23 Mar 1899, from West & Collier, Henley on Thames, to Rev Walter Scott, re oak pulpit requesting a sketch and suggesting that Mr Scott consult with an architect on the spot.

3.86 Estimate, 18 Aug 1899, from Rod Maclennan, Fortrose. Dado lining cannot be fitted without removing old seats which are so decayed that he cannot undertake to do work satisfactorily.

3.87 Estimate, 28 Aug 1899, from Rod Maclennan, Fortrose, for dado lining at £29, porches and galleries not included, but advising that the work may be unsatisfactory.

3.88 Letter, 7 July 1897, from Arch Scott to Rev Walter Scott, suggesting the The Baird Trust would help with the hall and probably with improvements to the church.

3.89 Letter, 17 July 1897, to Rev Walter Scott, re improvements to church.

3.90 Minute of meeting of heritors, 6 Dec 1901, approving plans for an oak pulpit per sketch by John Robertson after the design of the old pulpit in King’s College, Aberdeen.

3.91 Copy letter, 3 Dec 1898, from Rev Walter Scott to John Robertson, Inverness, re railing.

3.92 Letter, 4 Oct 1898, from R McKenzie, Dingwall, to Rev Walter Scott, re a heating system for the hall.

3.93 Notes for a letter, 8 Oct 1901, re Mt Carnegie and a new church organ.

Cromarty Church papers
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4.1 Letter, 15th Oct 1836, Hugh Ferguson, Back of the Hill or Mains of Cromarty, to Rev Alexander Stewart requesting 2s 9d per week rather than 2s 6d for his wife taking care of John Ross, Back of the Hill, ‘a great object’. For ‘board and washing with other disagreeable trouble which I cannot hear repeat’. Will otherwise give up the charge.

4.2 Letter, 31st March 1838, Thos. ?, Manse of Logie, asking for information as to the previous moral character of Barbara Ross, a ‘pecuniary arrangement’ having been made for her child as the ‘young man’ still holds out on the grounds that she had not been true to him.

4.3 Letter, 25th May 1838, Simon Fraser, Aberdeen to Rev Alexander Stewart. Writer was born in Cromarty in 1777 and ‘resided there for a great part of my life’, now suffering privation and distress, without employment and every day spitting blood. Requests relief and gives ministers of Aberdeen as references.

4.4 Letter, 11th Dec 1838, J Morgan, Trustee for Poor, Old Machar to Rev Alexander Stewart, in reply to AS’s letter. Widow Ross had been sent to Cromarty where she had a friend, with the Kirk Session in Cromarty authorised to provide anything additional she might require. The complexity of maintaining paupers from other parishes detailed.

4.5 Letter, 6th April 1840, John Morgan, Gilcomston School, Aberdeen to Rev Alexander Stewart, regarding Margaret Gunn and her children aged 8, 4 and 2, following death of her husband, William Sutherland, Pensioner. Came to Aberdeen after 5 years in Cromarty. Requests repayment of relief paid and instructions as to future.

4.6 Printed pro forma letter, 23rd April 1844, from Dundee to David Watson, Session Clerk, Cromarty. The Session having demitted and the Parish Committee having taken over, requests information on payments for paupers. Copy of reply on reverse, that Widow Mackenzie supported in Dundee at 6s per month but request had been made to send her home unless she would be satisfied with 1s per week.

4.7 Letter, 10th July 1845, from Charles Spence, Edinburgh to Rev Adam Hall, Cromarty, regarding a complaint from John Cormack of not receiving relief.

4.8 Petition, 14th July 1845, John Murray, Parish of Cromarty, to the Heritors and Kirk Session seeking relief of 1s per week, being aged 84 years, in abject poverty and confined to a bed of sickness.

4.9 Letter, 9th Feb 1845, Charles Spence, Edinburgh to John Cormack, Cromarty, informing him that he has demanded on JC’s behalf 3s 6d from the Hertors and Kirk Session of Cromarty for aliment, house rent, fuel and clothing. Advises that he discuss any offer made with CS.

4.10 Petition (printed pro forma), 19th Feb 1845, Charles Spence, Edinburgh, to Heritors and Kirk Session of Cromarty stating that John Cormack is a pauper, above 75 years of age, resident in the parish for upwards of 40 years, now destitute and confined to bed.

4.11 Letter, 19th Feb 1845, Charles Spence to Session Clerk, enclosing petition and threatening appeal to civil court.

4.12 Petition (printed pro forma), 14th May 1845, Charles Spence to Session Clerk, Cromarty, enclosing petition of Widow Ann Maclennan.

4.13 Petition (printed pro forma), 14th May 1845, Charles Spence, SSC, to Session Heritors and Kirk Session, Cromarty, requesting 5s per week to allow the daughter of Widow Ann Maclennan, Chalkhill (widow of Murdoch Maclennan) to nurse her mother after a fall in which she broke her leg. Pro forma has a printed extract from the Witness making the point that Kirk Sessions are not the final arbiters of amount of aliment (includes the case of ‘The Widow in the Wood’ at Tania).

4.14 Letter, 16th May 1845, Charles Spence to the Session clerk, Cromarty, expressing surprise that John Crock’s allowance of 2s 6d per week has been removed, placing him in danger of starvation, and threatening legal action.

4.15 Letter (printed pro forma), 23rd June 1846, Northern Infirmary to Session Clerk requesting 11s 8d funeral expenses of a patient.

4.16 Letter (printed pro forma), 21st August 1845, Charles Spence to the Session Clerk, Cromarty, enclosing the petition of Thomas Ross, Davidston.

4.17 Petition (printed pro forma), 21st August 1845, Charles Spence to the Heritors and Kirk Session of Cromarty, regarding Thomas Ross, Davidston, aged 47, lame and epileptic, requesting 3s rather than 2s.

4.18 Petition, 18th September 1845, Emilia and Helen Murray, Pendicles of Newton, to the Heritors and Kirk Session of Cromarty, requesting support for their sister Isabelle Murray, widow of John Fraser, labourer, suffering under mental distress and unable to care for herself or her child.

4.19 Letter, 5th May 1846, John Tawe, Society Hall, Edinburgh, to rev George Russel, in response to GR’s information that D Macdonald has ceased teaching at the Davidston school for some weeks past. JT has written asking if DM has left the Established Church and joined the Free Church. Asks GR: if Mr Macdonald has left, will school, house and other accommodation be continued to the Society.

4.20 Petition, no date, Walter Buchanan, parochial schoolmaster, to Rev George Russel and Kirk Session as trustees of fund for erection of a sessional school. The present school is situated in ‘the lowest and worst part of the town’, the light and ventilation are defective, so that parents ‘object to send their children’. Requests amalgamation of Sessional School with a new Parish School.

4.21 Copy of above, extracted from the session records in 1857.

Cromarty church papers

Bundle 5

CHURCH RECEIPTS
1930-31 

5.1 Receipt of payment from the Life Boys to the General Funds of The Boys Brigade. January 1931 

5.2 Certificate of issue for a money order. December 1931 

5.3 Invoice for goods from Alexander Lawrie, Aberdeen, paid by The Manse, Cromarty. December 1931 

5.4 Statement -To the National Sunday School Union from the Rev. G. Moore, Cromarty. December 1930

5.5 Receipt, The Boys Brigade, Cromarty. January 1931

5.6 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson of 15/- paid by the Manse for cleaning East Church and hall. January 1931

5.7 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church and hall, from 16th. January-14th. February. February 1931 

5.8 Receipt of payment from Kirk Session to the Performing Right Society Ltd, London. February 1931 

5.9 Renewal receipt, Scottish Union and National Insurance Co. March 1931

5.10 Receipt of Payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning the Church and Church hall, month ending 14th March. March 1931 

5.11 Receipt from John Watson, for payment of ££3.16. 8 for Parish Church oil . 27th. March 1931 March 1931

5.12 Receipt of payment from Rev. G. Moore to Donald Fraser, Slater, Conon Bridge, for repairs to Church , Church hall, lean-to, roof , west porch, stables, and fixing of smoke dispensers. February 1931 

5.13 Statement of account paid to Thomas Scott & Co. Ltd . Ironmongers, Edinburgh, by the Rev. G. Moore. 1931

5.14 Receipt of payment of £3. 5. 0 to Rhoda Urquhart, Church Organist, for the first quarter. 1931

5.15 Statement- National Sunday School Union from the Rev. G. Moore, 28th. February 1931. February 1931

5.16 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson of 15/- for cleaning Church and Church hall, month ending 11th. April. Also 2/6 for cleaning the Communion cloth. April 1931

5.17 Invoice to the account of Cromarty East Church for 2 stove wicks, costing 3/10 from Thomas Scott & Co. Ironmongers, Edinburgh. 31st March 1931. March 1931

5.18 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning East Church and hall. Month ending 9th May 1931 May 1931 

5.19 Receipt of payment of Fire Insurance Policy . £ 4.11.0 May 1931

5.20 Fire Insurance 19/6, 15th May 1931 until 15th. May 1932. May 1931 

5.21 Receipt of payment 16/8 to the Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot, from Peter Dustan, Cromarty. March 1931

5.22 Receipt of payment of 4/6 by The Manse, Cromarty, for bible class items. January 1931

5.23 Receipt of payment of 5/3 by Rev. G. Moore, Cromarty, to the Sunday School Depot. May 1931

5.24 Receipt from Dr. Barnardo’s Homes. 10/6 June 1931

5.25 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson of 15/- for cleaning Church and hall. June 1931

5.26 Payment to Bayley & Ferguson, from Peter Dustan Esq. Bayview Crescent . 3/2 May 1931

5.27 Receipt of payment of 16/- to National Sunday School Union. May 1931

5.28 Receipt of payment of 6/- to Charlie Scott for cleaning Church hall grounds. .June 1931

5.29 Life Boys team contribution of 5/- plus a letter to Peter Dustan from The Boys Brigade, 18th. June June 1931

5.30 Receipt of payment to John Campbell, Beadle , half year salary of £6.10.0 from Cromarty East Church. 30th. June June 1931 

5.31 Receipt of payment of £3.15.0 to Rhoda Urquhart, Church Organist, paid by Cromarty East Church, 2nd. quarter ending 27th. June 1931 

5.32 Receipt of payment to the Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot of 16/- for Sunday School magazines, 2nd. quarter. July 1931

5.33 Receipt of payment to The Church of Scotland Publications Dept. of £2.16.8 for Life & Work magazines,1st & 2nd quarters. July 1931

5.34 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church and hall , month ending 4th.July 1931, July 1931

5.35 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson of 15/- for cleaning, Month ending, 1st. August 1931 August 1931

5.36 Picnic Expenses, paid, 18th. August 1931 August 1931

5.37 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson of 15/- for cleaning Church and hall. Month ending 29th. August 1931 August 1931

5.38 Receipt of payment of 2/- for envelopes, from M. Cross, Stationers & Newsagents, Cromarty. September 1931

5.39 Receipt of payment of £7.17. 0 towards lighting & installation in Church hall. Paid by M. Gilmour 1931

5.40 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning, September 1931

5.41 Receipt of payment to Rhoda Urquhart, Church Organist, for 3rd. quarter. Salary £3. 5. 0 30th.September 1931 Serptember 1931

5.42 General Assembly Expenses, £3. 12. 0 paid by Cromarty East Church October 1931

5.43 Synod & Presbytery Dues £2. 4. 0 October 1931

5.44 Payment of £1. 2. 6 to Church of Scotland Publication Dept Life & Work magazines , 2nd. quarter. October 1931

5.45 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson of 15/- for cleaning Church and Church hall. October 1931

5.46 Paid to Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot, 16/- for Sunday School magazines. November 1931

5.47 Receipt of payment of £1 contribution to Women’s Association. Paid by Kirk Session. November 1931

5.48 Receipt of payment of 15/- to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church and Church hall.. November 1931

5.49 Paid by the Rev. G.Moore 17/2 to the National Sunday School Union. November 1931

5.50 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson 15/- for cleaning Church and Church hall. December 1931

5.51 Receipt of payment to Rhoda Urquhart, Church Organist, for 4th.quarter .31st. December 1931. December 1931 

5.52 Receipt of payment of 17/5 to D. Junor, Ironmonger & General Merchant Cromarty, for cleaning material. December 1931

5.53 Receipt of payment to Roderick Matheson, Bank St. Cromarty of £1.4.0 for petrol. December 1931

5.54 Receipt of payment to Roderick Matheson, Bank St. Cromarty of £1. 19.5, 12th. September 1931 September 1931

5.55 Receipt of payment to Roderick Matheson, Bank St. Cromarty of 12/6. September 1931

5.56 Receipt of payment of 15/4 to H. Mackenzie, Draper, 7 High St. Cromarty December 1931

5.57 Receipt of payment by East Church to D. R. MacKenzie, Baker & Confectioners, the sum of 12/6, Halloween social. December 1931

5.58 Receipt for payment of half year salary, to the Beadle of the East Church. £6.10. 0 ,31st. December 1931 December 1931

5.59 Receipt of payment of £8.8.10 to James Hogg, 41 Church St December 1931 

5.60 Receipt of payment of £1.1. 0 to the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh from Cromarty Sunday School. December 1931

5.61 Receipt of contribution to Church of Scotland Funds, Foreign Mission and maintenance of Ministry. December 1931

5.62 Receipt of contribution to Church of Scotland Funds, Foreign Mission. December 1931

5.63 Receipt of contributions to various schemes. December 1931

5.64 Receipt of contribution to Church of Scotland Funds, Foreign Mission and maintenance of Ministry September 1931

5.65 Receipt of contributions to Church of Scotland Funds. Small Livings.. June 1931

5.66 Receipt of contributions to Church of Scotland Funds, Self denial week. Foreign Mission and Womens Foreign Mission. April 1931 

5.67 Receipt of payment to the Church of Scotland Publications Committee Life and Work Magazines . 1931 

5.68 Receipt of payment to David R. Mackenzie, High St. Cromarty, 1931

5.69 Receipt of payment to David R. Mackenzie, Merchant, High St. Cromarty, Christmas 1931 January 1932 

5.70 Receipt of payment of Church Accounts, Christmas 1931- January 1932 1932

5.71 Note of payment, Sunday School Picnic August 1931

5.72 Receipt of payment by Peter Dustan Esq. to the Church of Scotland School Depot, Edinburgh, for Sunday School Magazines. January 1932

5.73 Receipt of payment to the Royal Northern Infirmary from Peter Dustan East Church, Cromarty. December 1931

5.74 Receipt of payment to David R. Mackenzie, Baker & Confectioner Cromarty for cakes for Social January 1931 

5.75 Receipt of paymenrt to David R. Mackenzie, Merchant, Cromarty Christmas Tree. (Social) January 1931

5.76 Receipt of payment to Macbean & Benson, Builders Merchants & Shipbrokers, for coal. January 1930 

5.77 Receipt of payment to John Watson & sons, Steamship Owners, Cromarty, for coal supplied to the poor. January 1930

5.78 Note on some expenses

5.79 Note on Sale of Work

5.80 Receipt of payment of 15/- to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning the Church and Church hall. January 1930

5.81 Receipt of payment by the Rev. G. Moore, Cromarty, to the National Sunday School Uniion. January 1930

5.82 Receipt of payment by the Rev, G. Moore, to Coast Lines Ltd. January 1930

5.83 Receipt of payment of 15/-to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church and Church hall. February 1930 84 Payment made to the Church of Scotland Publications Committee from the East Church, for Life and Work magazines. September 1930

5.84 [Not noted?]

5.85 Receipt of payment of £3.15.0 to Rhoda Urquhart, Church organist. March 1930

5.86 Receipt of payment to the National Sunday School Union from the Rev. G. Moore, Cromarty September 1930

5.87 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church and Church Hall. 15/- September 1930

5.88 Receipt of payment from the Parish Church of Cromarty to John Watson & Sons, Steamship owners, Cromarty. 1930

5.89 Receipt of payment made by Peter Dustan Esq.to the Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot, for magazines. 1930

5.90 Receipt of payment made to the Church of Scotland Publications Committee, from the East Church, Cromarty for Life and Work, magazines . August 1930

5.91 Receipt of payment from Cromarty East Church to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church & Church Hall. 15/- August 

5.92 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church & Church Hall, July 1930 

5.93 Reeipt of payment for special pre communion cleaning of Church & hall and washing and ironing cloths. 18/- July 1930

5.94 Receipt of payment to Rhoda Urquhart, Church organist of salary for 2nd. quarter, £3.15.0. June 1930

5.95 Receipt of payment to John Campbell, Church Beadle. Half year salary , £6.10. 0. June 1930

5.96 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church and Church hall. June 1930

5.97 Receipt of payment to Dr. Barnardo’s Homes from the East Church, Cromarty. June 1930

5.98 Receipt of payment to George Souter, Stationers and Bookselllers, Dingwall, from Peter Dustan, Cromarty June 1930

5.99 Receipt of payment to the Church of Scotland General Trustees, for a 1 year, Fire Insurance Policy. May 1930

5.100 Receipt of payment to Bayley & Ferguson, paid by the Rev. G. Moore, for Church music. May 1930

5.101 Receipt of payment to National Sunday School Union from the Rev. G. Moore. 18/-. April 30th. April 1930 

5.102 Receipt of payment to the Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot, from the Rev. G Moore , for the sum of £ 3. 2. 5. March 1930

5.103 Receipt of payment to Mrs. Skinner & Mrs. Finlayson for cleaning the church hall. Paid by Kirk Session , 29th May. May 1930 

5.104 Receipt of payment of renewal for ‘ Fire Insurance Policy ’ 19/6 June 1930

5.105 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson, for period 26th April- 24th. May 1930, 15/-. May 1930

5.106 Receipt of payment of account to H. Mackenzie, Draper, High St. Cromarty.13th May 1929 May 1929 

5.107 Receipt of payment to David Mackenzie, Baker & Confectioner the sum of £2. 13. 0, 11th. April 1930 April 1930

5.108 Receipt of payment to Dundee Equitable , for Sandshoes. the sum of 9/3 . March 1930

5.109 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning church hall. 15/- April 1930

5.110 Receipt of payment to ‘ The Church of Scotland Publications Depot’ the sum of £1. 9. 6. April 1930

5.111 Receipt of payment to “The Church of Scotland’ Edinburgh, paid by Peter Dunstan esq. the sum of £10. 10.0. November 1930

5.112 Receipt of payment to The Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot, 1st. quarter, 16/- , 24th April 1930 April 1930

5.113 Receipt of payment for coal from Macbean & Benson, Cromarty. March 1930

5.114 Cheque to Rhoda Urquhart for £ 3.15. 0. stamped paid 29th March 1930. March 1930

5.115 Receipt of payment for rates to the Burgh of Cromarty the sum of £8. 6. 4. Paid by Kirk Session. March 1930

5.116 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning church & church hall, 1st March-29th. March, 15/- March 1930

5.117 Receipt of payment of re-newal policy from “The Scottish Union & National Insurance Co’.5/- March 1930

5.118 Receipt of payment to the National Sunday School Union for the sum of £1.13.0, paid by Rev. G. Moore. March 1930 

5.119 Receipt of payment to M. Cross, Stationers & Newsagents, £1. 7. 6. January 1930

5.120 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning church & church hall for the period February 1st.-March 1st. 15/- March 1930

5.121 Receipt of payment by The Performing Rights Society, for licence fee in respect of Parish Church Hall. £1. 1. 0. February 1930-31

5.122 Account made out to The Performing Rights Society for the sum of £1.1.0. (see 121 above) February 1930

5.123 Receipt of payment made to the Publication Office of the Church of Scotland, Edinburgh, for 6/1, paid 23 rd. Jan. January 1930

5.124 Receipt of payment to K. Shepherd for cleaning arouind the church hall. 30 hrs. @10d per hour, 25/- September 1930

5.125 Receipt of payment made by the Rev. G. Moore to the Gordon Memorial Hall, Rosemarkie, for hire of hall for picnic, the sum of 12/6. October 1930 

5.126 Account from David Mackenzie, Baker & Confectioner for provisions for Sunday School Picnic. Account stamped paid 4th. October 1930 , £2. 3. 6. October 1930

5.127 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning church & church hall. The sum of 15/- October 1930

5.128 Receipt of payment to Mrs. Shepherd, Church St. for cleaning Cromarty East Church , £1. 15. 0. paid by Session Clerk. October 1930

5.129 Receipt of payment to Mrs. J. Stewart, Braehead, for cleaning Cromarty East Church, £1.15. 0. 20th. October. October 1930

5.130 Receipt of payment made to the Church of Scotland, Edinburgh by Peter Dustan, Bayview Crescent, Cromarty. £3.6. 8. October 1930

5.131 Receipt of payment made to the Church of Scotland, Edinburgh by Peter Dustan, Bayview Crescent, Cromarty. 10/- October 1930

5.132 Receipt of payment of account sent to the Parish Church from D. Junor, Ironmongers & General Merchants, High St. Cromarty £1.7.6. December 1930

5.133 Receipt of payment to D. Maclean, General Blacksmith, Newton £1.7. 0 January 1931 

5.134 Account from Alexander Lawrie. Ladies & Gents tailor, Aberdeen £2. 18. 6 , stamped paid 3rd. January 1931 January 1931

5.135 Receipt of payment to The Church of Scotland committee for publications , Life & Work, magazines £1.4. 0 January 1931

5.136 Account & receipt of payment, George Souter, Dingwall 17/9, paid 6th. January. January 1931 

5.137 Receipt of payment to the Civil Service Supply Association Ltd. of £4.17.0 paid 7th. January by the Rev. G. Moore January 1931

5.138 Page from notebook listing church expenses, paid.

5.139 Receipt of payment to the Church of Scotland, Sunday School Depot. Paid by the Rev. G. Moore, 2/11 January 1931

5.140 Receipt of payment to the Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot, for £1.1.0 less 5/- = 16/- .paid by Peter Dustan esq. January 1931 

5.141 Receipt of donation made to Cromarty Cottage Hospital from Cromarty East Church £1.1.0 paid 23rd. Dec. 1930 December 1930 

5.142 Receipt of donation to the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. from Cromarty East Church, £1.1.0 paid 24th. Dec 1930 December 1930

5.143 Receipt of donation to the Northern Infirmary, from Cromarty East Church. £1.1.0 paid 24th. Dec. 1930 December 1930 

5.144 Receipt of payment to Rhoda Urquhart, Church Organist salary of £3.15.0 for quarter ending 31st. Dec. 1930 December 1930

5.145 Receipt of payment to John Campbell, Beadle, for the sum of  £6. 10. 0 , salary for the period July 1st-Decmber.31st. December 1930

5.146 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning Church & hall period 23rd..November-- 20th. December, 15/- December 1930

5.147 Receipt of payment for manilla envelopes bought from M. Cross, Stationer & Newsagent. 2/- October 1930 

5.148 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning church & hall week ending 8th. Nov. November 1930

5.149 Receipt of payment to the Church of Scotland Sunday School Depot, for the sum of 16/-. September 1930

5.150 Receipt of payment to James Hogg, Merchant, Church St. for the sum of £8. 1. 10. January 1931

5.151 Receipt for Presbytery dues for Chanonry & Dingwall £1. 10. 10. November 1930

5.152 Receipt of payment of Presbytery dues for Chanonry & Dingwall Dues in respect of allocation for General Assembly & other expenses the sum of £3. 7. 6. ( see 151 above ) November 1930 

5.153 Receipt of payment to Lizzie Finlayson for cleaning church & hall for two weeks ending 22 Nov. the sum of 7/6 November 1930

5.154 Receipt of payment from A. Bryce for funds towards Woman’s Guild the sum of £2. 7. 2.

5.155 Receipt of payment to David R. Mackenzie, Baker & Confectioner, the sum of 10/- November 1930

5.156 Receipt of payment to the Synod of Ross, Foreign Mission. the sum of £1. 10. 0. December 1930

5.157 Receipt , Church of Scotland General Trustees. Premium on Insurance Policy no. 5080203 May 1931-May 1932 the sum of £4. 11. 0. May 1931 

5.158 Letter from J. Skirrit The Moorings, Cromarty donating £1 towards lighting in the hall. December 1931 

5.159 Letter from the Church of Scotland General Purpose Fund allocating expenses for the year of £3. 12. 0. Cromarty East Church 1931

5.160 Letter from the Boy’s Brigade thanking Peter Dustan for letter & contribution of 5/- 1931-32 June 1931 

5.161 Account from John Watson, Steamship Owners, Cromarty for coal supplied ( Nicol Scott Coal Fund ) £7.11.10. January 1931

5.162 Receipt of payment to David Mackenzie, Baker & Confectioner, from the East Church Cromarty . The sum of £1.15.0. April 1931

5.163 Receipt of payment to Macbean & Benson, Coal, Lime & Builders Merchants . Paid by Peter Dustan (see161) the sum of £7.11.10. February 1931

5.164 Receipt of payment to James Hogg, Merchant, Church St. Cromarty the sum of 2/111/2 August 1931

5.165 Loose notebook page. Notes on payments & dues.

5.166 Loose notebook page. Notes on donation & payment of £1.2.6.

5.167 Receipt of payment to Civil Service Supply Ass. Ltd. November 1930 From the manse, Cromarty £4.17.0. Receipt mislaid

5.168 Receipt of payment to C. S. S. A.L. from the Rev. Gordon Moore the sum of £2. 4. 9.. October 1930

5.169 Account to Rev.Gordon Moore, from the C.S.S.A.L. (see 168) for the sum of £2.4..9. September 1930

5.170 Account to Rev. Gordon Moore from C.S.S.A.L. for the sum of £1.17.7. September 1931 

5.171 Receipt of payment to W. H. Butler, Basket Manufacturers Brainton, North Devon. £4.0.1. September 1930 

5.172 Cheque book stubbs for 1931 

5.173 Cheque book stubbs for 1931

5.174 Cheque book stubbs for 1931

5.175 Cheque book stubbs for 1931

5.176 Book of cancelled cheques 1929-1930

5.177 Book of cancelled cheques 1929-1930

5.178 Deposit Account Book 1929

5.179 Invoice, Scottish Bible Society, from William Bkackwood & sons, Ltd for bibles sent to the Rev.C.K. Jenkins, £2. 9. 0 August 1956 

5.180 Invoice, Scottish Bible Society, from William Blackwood & sons Ltd. for the sum of £7. 3. 10 July 1953

5.181 Invoice, Scottish Bible Society, from William Blackwood & sons Ltd for the sum of £2. 1. 3 June 1951

5.182 Invoice, Scottish Bible Society, from William Blackwood & sons Ltd. for the sum of £3. 1. 6 January 1951

5.183 Invoice, Scottish Bible Society, from William Blackwood & sons Ltd. for the sum of £2. 3. 10 June 1952

5.184 Invoice, Scottish Bible Society, from William Blackwood & sons Ltd. for the sum of £2. 1. 3 August 1949

Church Papers 

Bundle 6

6.1 Missive of lease of Calnauld Farm between Lieut-Col Ross of Cromarty and G J Romanes Trustees. Also General Conditions of set of farms on the Estate of Cromarty Whitsunday 1903.

6.2 Letter of 28/5/1902 from D Sutherland and Sons, builders in Edinburgh, to the Rev W Scott of Cromarty in his capacity as Trustee of the Forsyth Trust. The letter offers to purchase the feu superiority of the writers’ builders yard in Raeburn Place, Edinburgh from the Forsyth Trust.

6.3 Letter of 15/7/1902 from Edinburgh solicitors to Rev W Scott as Trustee of the Forsyth Trust concerning proposed removal of feu restrictions on D Sutherland and Sons’ builders yard.

6.4 Two letters dated March 1953 to Rev G Jenkins of Cromarty from Alexander Ross, architects in Inverness, concerning payment from the Baird Trust for work carried out at the East and West Churches.

6.5 Minutes dated September 1893 of meeting of Trustees of Forsyth Fund for the Poor of Cromarty. The discussion concerns the Trust’s investments.

6.6 Constitution of the newly-formed Association for the Protection of Parish Trusts in Connection with the Church of Scotland, with accompanying letter dated 22 October 1896.

6.7 Statement of Income and Expenditure of the Baird Trust in connection with Cromarty Church’s renovations to East and West Churches. Dated 20/3/1953 (see 4 above).

6.8 Letter to Rev W Scott of Cromarty from Sheriff Charles Guthrie dated 21/6/1902 re the proposed removal of the Forsyth Trust’s feu restrictions on D Sutherland and Sons’ builders yard in Edinburgh (see 3 above).

6.9 Mission Hall accounts for 1951 and 1952.

6.10 Plate of illustrations from book of the Club of True Highlanders (Leabhar Communn nam Fior Ghael).

6.11 Mission Hall receipts from local tradesmen 1954/5

6.12 Letter from A and A Campbell, solicitors Edinburgh, to Rev W Scott dated 6 June 1902 concerning the proposed removal of Forsyth Trust’s feu restrictions of Sutherland’s builders yard in Edinburgh (see 3 and 8 above).

6.13 Forsyth Trust’s business account with A and A Campbell W.S. 1896.

6.14 Forsyth Trust’s business account with A and A Campbell W.S. 1895.

6.15 Three letters between John Thomson, Session Clerk of Cromarty, and the Secretary of the Local Government Board, Edinburgh 1895-6 concerning the Parish Trusts.

6.16 1899/1900 correspondence concerning the Cromarty Parish Council’s claim to the funds of the Forsyth Trust.

6.17 Letter to the Cromarty Session Clerk from the Secretary of the Local Government Board concerning Parish Trusts: 17/9/1895.

6.18 Letters from the Cromarty Session Clerk to the Local Government Board concerning the John McLeod Bequest: 1895/6.

6.19 The Forsyth Trust account with Messrs A A Campbell W.S. 1895

6.20 Letters from Henry Johnston, advocate in Edinburgh, to Rev W Scott 1893/4 concerning Forsyth Trust investments.

6.21 Three receipted accounts from North of Scotland Hydro Board for the Small Mission Hall: Jan-July 1955.

6.22 Receipted accounts from local tradesmen (Matheson the baker, Donald Grant, etc) for the Mission Hall 1955.

6.23 Collected 1953 receipted accounts from local tradesmen and others for the Mission Hall.

6.24 1954 correspondence from Samuel Taylor in Arthurville Old Folks Home in Tain to Rev Gerald Jenkins, Minister of Cromarty. Two letters - one concerning money owed to Mr Matheson the baker, and one asking G J to approach the Seaforth Highlanders Regimental Association on his behalf for financial assistance. Also - Matheson’s receipted account; notice of payment from the Seaforths at Fort George; and a receipt from Mr Taylor for £3 to G J.


6.25 Receipted account from Scottish Bible Society to Rev Jenkins for purchase of 24 school bibles. 2/12/1949.

6.26 Letter dated 23/12/1933 from J W Wittet, Architects, Surveyors and Valuators in Elgin, to Roderick Matheson re Cromarty Church.

6.27 Papers relating to Cromarty Sessional School: specifically - 3 bank statements from Caledonian Bank and Commercial Bank of Scotland 1845-7; an account from John Taylor, solicitor, to the Trustees of the Sessional School for legal services 1838-9; and a list of queries agreed by both the Kirk Session and the School Board Trustees to be sent to the Lord Advocate re. the transfer of Sessional School funds to the (new) post-1872 Education Act School Board 19/6/1873.

6.28 Receipted accounts from local tradesmen for building works in East and West Churches 1950-3.

6.29 Correspondence re investment of the Forsyth Fund October 1879.


6.30 Licence for motor car belonging to Walter Charteris Ross of Cromarty House dated 21/1/1919. Also Licence to use Armorial Bearings dated 21/1/1919. Both issued at the Post Office, Cromarty.

6.31 Empty envelope that previously contained correspondence re investment of the Forsyth Charity Fund (letter from Sheriff Wilson October 1879 recommending Clyde Navigation Trust and letter from Sheriff Mackintosh, September 1885, recommending renewal of bond with Clyde NT for 8 years at 3.75%. Also contained Minutes of Trustees Meeting September 1893 with Sheriff Johnston and ‘myself’ re investments.

6.32 Letter dated 5/3/1958 to Rev G K Jenkins of Cromarty from Rev Graham Warner, Secretary of Church and Ministry Department of the Church of Scotland explaining details of his stipend. Edinburgh paid from Endowments £529.0.8 plus Glebe Rent of £12.0.2. The congregation added a further £118.9.2 giving full Minimum Stipend of £660. Letter suggests congregation be asked to give a little more.

6.33 Letter dated 17/7/1899 from William George, Clerk to the Parish Council, to John Thomson, Clerk to the Kirk Session, re the Forsyth Fund asking that the Forsyth Trust Funds now be handed over to the PC.

6.34 Letter dated 5/3/1897 from J L Gemmill, Secretary of Association for the Protection of Parish Funds to Rev W Scott saying that a shortage of funds is inhibiting taking advice of Counsel.

6.35 Benefice Register, with complete copy of reports to date 1890. (This is the register of all the Trusts, Bequests etc. held by each parish: this is Cromarty’s copy). Lists ecclesiastical buildings (I church, 1 chapel and 1 vestry/session house); sacramental vessels (2 plates, 4 cups and 1 flagon); and Kirk Session records from 1678. Also 6 Trusts, 5 Bequests and 6 Charities

6.36 Assorted extracts of Minutes of Cromarty Kirk Session 1845-57 plus correspondence from Forres KS re the case of Alexandrina Urquhart of Cromarty who claimed a Forres  man as the father of her unborn child. 1845 Minutes include ordering of vestry furniture removed at Disruption. 1850 Minute approves plans and specification of new Sessional School to be erected. 1854 Minute receives complaint from the schoolmaster anent Cromarty Estate not paying him his 9 bolls of victual. 1855 Minute concerning petition from schoolmaster for a schoolhouse. Includes, in connection with this, an excerpt from the Act of Disruption of the Kirk Session of Cromarty dated 28/6/1843.

6.37 Letter to Rev W Scott 19/5/1896 from A Campbell, solicitors in Edinburgh, anent income deposited at bank for Forsyth Trust.

6.38 Grant application to the Baird Trust for Church and Church Hall Improving dated 27/11/1951, seeking funds for heating in East and West Churches plus reconstruction of Church Hall (East Hall?)

6.39 Minute of Trustees of the Forsyth Fund for the Poor of Cromarty, October 1885.

6.40 Handwritten survey report of Cromarty Church properties - no date, but after 1950.

6.41 Empty envelope previously containing correspondence from Sheriff Johnston to Rev W Scott re Forsyth Fund 1893/4/ 
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7.1 Empty envelope, labelled: (1) Extract fr Mr McLeod’s Deed of Settlement. (2) Copy of intimations of Legacy of late Fred Klein. (3) Extract from Will of do. (Note that 2 & 3 have been handed over to other authorities.)

7.2 Two documents (a & b) relating to Bank of England Consolidated Stock (£2.10 inscribed in the names of Minister of the Parish of Cromarty, Moderator of the Presbytery of Chanonry, Sheriff Substitute of Ross & Cromarty.)

7.3 Copy. No.68. Claim of Exemption from Tax Duty on Klein Bequest to the Poor of Cromarty with an extract of his Will transmitted to Mr Munro Surveyor of Taxes Tain. 28th March 1855.

7.4 Memorial for the Rev. Walter Scott M.A., Minister of the Parish of Cromarty and John P. Wilson Esq, Sheriff of the County of Ross. For opinion of Council, 1879 (about bequest of John Forsyth of £1000 for the benefit of the poor of Cromarty).

7.5 Two letters from A & A. Campbell to Rev. Walter Scott about loan of $2150 by the Forsyth Trustees, 12th Sept 1885 and 29th Octr 1885.

7.6 Parish Trusts (Scotland) No.2. Return (Duplicate) under Section 30 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1894. July 1905. (Includes Forsyth bequest, and bequest of Mrs Isabella Forsyth or Mackenzie).

7.7 Four Vouchers for the Return to Crown Agent, Edinburgh Anent Parish Charities, 14th February 1894. (No.1. 6th May 1776 relates to George Ross, Proprietor of the Estate of Cromarty taking a Feu Right to lands belonging to the poor and School. No.2 Extract (under date of 16th December 1843) from the trust Disposition of the late John McLeod of Gordon’s Mill dated 22nd June, 1841. No.3. Extract from the Will of the late Mrs Walter Ross of Nigg in reference to a bequest of £100 to the poor of Cromarty, Nigg and Tain. No.4. Extract from the Deed of Declaration of the Surviving Executors of the late John Forsyth.)

7.8 Letter from Secy: Local Govt Board, as to Jno. McLeod Bequest. 21st December 1895.

7.9 Letter from Secy: L.G. Board, 9.4.96. Forsyth mortification and other Parish Trusts. 9th April 1896.

7.10 “Copy” Letter to the Secretary Local Govt: Board. Anent joint Committee for Parish Trusts. 19.8.95.

7.11 “Copy” Minute of Parish Council of Cromarty at 24th July 1895 appointing a Committee on Parish Trusts. 24th July 1895.

7.12 Letter from William George, Parish County Office, to Rev. Walter Scott, 24th Octr. 1901, about Forsyth Trust.

7.13 Parish Council of Cromarty. Excerpt from Minute of Meeting held 11 October 1901 re Forsyth Trust.

7.14 Two letters from Local Government Board to (1) the Inspector of Poor, Cromarty, 9th June 1896 and (2) John Thomson, Session Clerk, 9th June 1896, with copy of Thomson’s reply, 10th June 1896

7.15 Copy Letter to Secretary Local Govt Board anent Parish trusts. 13th December 1895.

7.16 To Secy Local Govt Board as to Parish Trusts. 17th December 1895 from John Thomson, Session Clerk.

7.17 From Parish Council forwarding Copy of letter from L.G. Board dated 9.4.96. (See 9).

7.18 Miscellaneous notes on Parish Council business. Rec’d 7.5.96.

7.19 Letter. From Parish Council of Cromarty [to Rev. Walter Scott] and Reply 27.6.95.

7.20 Letter from Cromarty Parish Council. Application to the Local Government Board. 3rd September 1895.

7.21 Letter to the Local Government Board [from Rev. Walter Scott] anent representation on a joint Committee on Parish Trusts. 27th September 1895.

7.22 Letter. From Local Government Board [to John Thomson, Session Clerk]. Management of Trusts. 21st August 1895.

7.23 Letter from Secy: Local Govt Board [to Session Clerk] for information as to Parish trusts. 12th December 1895.

7.24 “Copy” of letter from John Thomson, Session Clerk, to Chairman, Parish Council of Cromarty, 27th June 1895. [Extract from Records of Kirk Session re Trust funds].

7.25 Letter from Parish Council. As to a joint Committee. Submitted to Local Government Board. 23rd May 1896.

7.26 Receipt for Documents by Local Government Board. 16th May 1896.

7.27 To Secretary, Local Government Board, forwarding Extract from Minutes of Parish Council, and Copy of Letter to the Clerk of P.C. “For letter see page 173. Session Record 13 May 96”.
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8.1 Letter, 13th Feb 1899, Mary Gillanders to Rev Walter Scott, re proclamation of banns.

8.2 Letter, 13th Feb 1899, John Thomson, session clerk, to Mr A McRae re stopping his salary as beadle.

8.3 Latter, 7th April 1999, A McRae, church officer, declining terms offered.

8.4 Application, 29th Oct 1989, from Donald Hossac (sic), 34 Gordon’s Lane, Cromarty to the Forsyth Trust.

8.5 Letter, from James A Simpson, Dingwall, correcting an error in a name n proclamation of banns.

8.6 Receipt, Nov 1898, A J Macdonald, minister of Killearnan, for a volume of the Cromarty Kirk Session records (1738–1813) received from rev Walter Scott, Cromarty.

8.7 Letter, 13th Jan 1899, A L Menzies, secretary and treasurer to the General Assembly’s Highland Committee to Rev Walter Scott, re paying of grant on completion of Parish Church Hall.

8.8 Letter, 16th Jan 1899, clerk of Cromarty Parish Council to John Thomson, session clerk, requesting a list of recipients of funds.

8.9 Letter, 18th Jan 1899, John Thomson, session clerk, to A L Menzies, Edinburgh, enclosing feu charter.

8.10 Letter, 3rd Feb 1899, John Thomson, session clerk, to Cromarty Parish Council refusing request of 16th January.

8.11 Letter, 16th Feb 1899, Maggie Gillanders, 6 Shore Street, Inverness, to Mr Thompson, Cromarty, enclosing 2s 6d in stamps as ‘the usual fee’ and requesting ‘the usual certificate’.
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9.1 Receipt, 31st Dec 1833, Northern Infirmary paid by Rev Alexander Stewart, 16s 6d for funeral of Janet Cocket of Cromarty.

9.2 Receipt, 13th July 1833, Alexander McPherson paid 2s 1d by Kirk Session (per Robert Ross) for 5yds white cotton.

9.3 Account, 27th Feb 1834, Andrew Williamson to Kirk Session, 2s for repairing iron chain of the bell.

9.4 Account, August 1833, Walter Denoon to Kirk Session, 11s 6d for a new bier with staves painted.

9.5 Account, 24th Oct 1834, John Templeton to Kirk Session, 2s 6d for 5yds white cotton for shroud to Widow Holm.

9.6 Security, 28th Sept 1835, by Robert Ross, for 7s 6d passage money to Captain McKiddy of the Ness for George Sutherland’s passage.

9.7 Receipt, 23rd Nov 1835, Janet McKeddie paid by Kirk Session, 4s 7½d to ‘37 Weeks of Soap given to wash the child’s clothes’.

9.8 Account, 12 April 1836, John Grant to Kirk Session, 9s 8d for cloth of various kinds.

9.9 Account, 14 Dec 1835, John Templeton (printed heading) to Kirk Session, 3s 6d for cotton shroud for George Sutherland.

9.10 Authority, 29th July 1836, from Mr Macrae and Mr Joyner to give Mary and Henry Mackay at Newton 2s 2d and John Ross’s widow at Newton 1s.

9.11 Receipt, 2nd March 1836, G G Smith paid 10s 6d for medical attendance.

9.12 Account, 14th March 1836, Eliza Murray, 4s 1½d for flannel and cotton for child during her illness.

9.13 Account, 2nd April 1836, Walter Denoon for a table seat, £2 16s 6d.

9.14 Account, 3rd Oct 1836, Hugh Ferguson, 4 weeks allowance for John Ross @ 2s 6d.

9.15 Note, 2nd Feb 1838, ‘Ann Macdonald should get 2s to care for her sister who is bedridden’.

9.16 Account, 20th May 1838, estate of late John Templeton, 3s 9d for cotton.

9.17 Account, 21st June 1838, Daniel Williamson, 1s 3d for repairing 2 locks for the church.

9.18 Account, 12th July 1838, J Young, 5s 3d for cotton and flannel.

9.19 Receipt, 13th July 1838, John Fraser received £5 5s 8d for payment of the church officers, being ‘less than half the amount of the collections in the Gaelic Church’.

9.20 Account, 1838, Isabella Young, 2s 6d for 5yds white cotton.

9.21 Account, 23rd Oct 1838, Isabella Young, 3s 6d for 3½yds ticking.

9.22 Account, 4th Oct 1838, Andrew Fraser, 3s 8d for straight jacket and twine.

9.23 Receipt, 2nd Nov 1838, 2s for Widow Ross.

9.24 Account, 27th Oct 1838, Isabella Young, 2s 6d for 5yds white cotton for Widow Ross.

9.25 Receipt, 18th Dec 1838, Margaret Ross (‘her mark’) for 17s 6d.

9.26 Account, 1837 and 1838, Isabella Young, 7s 9d for shrouds for Mary Innes (4½yds), John Ross of Cromarty Mains (6yds) and Eliza Macdonald, Muirton (5yds).

9.27 Account, 1st March 1839, Isabella Young, 4s 2d for cotton and flannel.

9.28 Account, 11th March 1839, 3yds cotton and 2yds flannel for Finlay Fidler.

9.29 Note, 13th Mar 1839, Kirk Session approve 5s for Margaret Denoon and a further 5s if needed.

9.30 Authority, 13th March 1839, to purchase brushes for sweeping church.

9.31 Account, 14th March 1839, William Watson, 6s 3d for brushes.

9.32 Account, 15th March 1839, David Ross, constable and jailer, 11s 8d, 32 days attendance for Finla Fidler and cleaning room.

9.33 Account, 1839, John Ross, wright, 4s 6d for putting up bed for Finlay Fidler.

9.34 Authority, 1839, to give 2s aid to Christy Holm.

9.35 Account, 18th March 1839, I Young, 3s for 6yds cotton.

9.36 Order, 18th March 1839, to I Young for brown cotton for deceased Christy Holm.

9.37 Account, 23rd March 1839, I Young, 3s for 6yds white cotton.

9.38 Account, 25th March 1839, 1s 1d for ointment for Fidler.

9.39 Account, July 1841, James Macleod (‘his mark’), 4s 6d for going to Tain and bringing Angus Hutton to Cromarty Ferry.

9.40 Account, 16th Aug 1841, A&J Walker, Glasgow, £1 19s 9d for making moleskin suit, socks, braces and handkerchiefs for Angus Hutton.

9.41 Account, 19th Sep 1842, Royal Edinburgh Asylum, 9s 2d for stockings and Glengarry bonnet for Angus Hutton.

9.42 Account, 6th Dec 1842, Isabella Young, 2s 6d for 6yds white cotton.

9.43 Note, 26th May 1843, ‘please pay £6 15s to officer of Gaelic Church’ signed John Maclennan, minister.

9.44 Account, 21st April 1843, I Young, 2s 6d for 6yds cotton for Widow McAichin.

9.45 Receipt, 27th Aug 1844, Northern Infirmary received 5gns from parish collection.

9.46 Receipt, 29th Aug 1844, for £4 1s collection for Scottish Ladies Association for the Advancement of Female Education in India.

9.47 Note, 28th Oct 1844, ‘please give Angus Holm one peck of meal’, signed Adam Hall.

9.48 Account, 26th Jan 1845, Alexander Ross, provision merchant, £7 0s 3d for 66 pecks meal and 66 half-barrels of coal.

9.49 Account, 1st April 1845, Alexander Macpherson, 2s 8d for 6yds white cotton.

9.50 Receipt, 10th April 1845, Colonial Scheme of the Church of Scotland received 10s.

9.51 Account, 24th April 1845, James Junner, 5s 8d for ‘2 panes 3rd crown glass measuring 2 feet ?’ with putty, oil and workmanship.

9.52 Receipt, 9 Aug 1845, Home Mission Scheme of the Church of Scotland received £2 6s 6d.

9.53 Receipt, Sept 1844, Jannet Bain or Hay (‘her mark’) for £10 10s received from the county of Cromarty.

9.54 Account, 26th Nov 1845, Andrew Macleod, £1 1s 6d to repairing the ‘celling’ of the parish church.

9.55 Account, 29th Nov 1845, David Munro, wright, 8d for putting up a blind on the church window.

9.56 Authorisation, 17th Jan 1846, from David White to John Fraser to give Bell Murray’s child 4s ‘as she is in want and was passed by at the distribution’.

9.57 Account, 11th Sept 1846, Daniel McKenzie, 1s 6d for repairing sarking of the bell house.

9.58 Account, 16th July 1846, John McKenzie, 5s 8d for carting ‘greavel’ to the church.

9.59 Account, 14th Oct 1846, William Watson to Kirk Session, 19s 2d for ‘Elliptic Grate, Fire irons, fender and cinder shovel’.

9.60 Account, William Mc?, 4s 9d for building a grate in the session house, laying in the hearth stone, repairing the roof of the porch with ‘sclat and nails’.

9.61 Account, 25th Oct 1846, James Young, 14s for a table for the vestry.

9.62 Account, 5th Nov 1846, James Young, 2s for 12 candlesticks.

9.63 Account, 21st Jan 1847, James Young, 5s for making two forms.

9.64 Account, 8th April 1847, Donald Mckenzie, 5s for two bier staves.

9.65 Account, 8th April 1847, John Templeton (printed heading), 3s for Widow Urquhart’s shroud.

9.66 Account, 20th Oct 1847, James Young, £1 16s for making six chairs.

9.67 Account, 5th Aug 1848, William Watson, 4s 6d for ?.

9.68 Account, 31st Aug 1848, Andrew Ross, 6s for painting large table in vestry and two forms.

9.69 Account, 22nd June 1849, Alexander McLeod ‘pewetter’, 14s 2d for engraving 150 tokens for Cromarty.

9.70 Account, 5th Oct 1849, Mrs Mackay, 2s 6d for repairing the ‘Moore Clothe’.

9.71 Receipt, 24th Jan 1851, Charles Bain received £5 14s ½d from Klein’s Trustees being the price of 119 pecks of oatmeal.

9.72 Account, 15th Jan 1851, Andrew Maitland, architect, Tain, 12s for preparing a set of pencil drawings of a Sessional school house with detailed estimate of probable cost (1849) and £5 5s for two sets of working plans with specifications (1850).

9.73 Account, 29th Nov 1851, Robert Johnston, 7s 6d for making ‘2 Knees for the stove funnell, cleaning the funnell and the water roan around the church’.

9.74 Account, 30th Aug 1852, John Hargreaves, £3 14s for silver-plated wine flagon on German silver.

9.75 Account, 4th Dec 1852, Donald Ross, Woollen and Linen Draper, Grocer and Tea Dealer (printed heading), 3s for 6lbs candles.

9.76 Account, 4th Fen 1853, Wrights and Coopers Society to Parochial Board, £6 8s 11d for 7 bolls 7 pecks oatmeal.
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10.1 Death Certificates 1902

10.2 Death Certificates 1901

10.3 Death Certificates 1900

10.4 Death Certificates 1899

10.5 Death Certificates 1898

10.6 Marriage Banns (9) 1847-1851

10.7 Coffin  Receipts 1832-1845
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11.1 Letter, 13th July 1897, John Thomson, session clerk, to Mrs Mathieson, Laggan, informing her that her name must be removed from the Forsyth Fund list unless she returns to Cromarty.

11.2 Letter, 15th July 1897, Mrs Mathieson, Laggan, to John Thomson, session clerk, responding she cannot go home at once but considers Cromarty her home.   Appreciates the Forsyth Fund and will be sorry to lose it.

11.3 Disjunction Certificate, undated, Free High Church, Inverness, for Miss Annie Watson.  Communion card also enclosed, plus a list of ‘Questions for Self-Examination for Young Communicants.’

11.4 Bank Receipt, 17th May 1897, for Forsyth Fund.  Principal, £22.14.1.  Interest £0.3.7.

11.5 Letter, May 15th 1897, William MacKay, elder, to John Thomson, session clerk, warning against accepting Mrs Mann and Bella Sutherland.

11.6 Letter, 5th May 1897, John Thomson, session clerk, to Messrs Logan & Co., Inverness re repair of organ.

11.7 Letter, 7th May 1897, Logan & Co., Inverness, re damage to the organ case.

11.8 Letter, 8th May 1897, John Thomson, session clerk, to Messrs Logan & Co., Inverness re damage to the organ case.  Case intact on departure.

11.9 Letter, 1st May 1897, from H. V. MacCallum, Inverness, re annual conference of Young Men’s Guild.

11.10 Letter, 7th December 1896, John Thomson, session clerk, to the manager, Belmont Laundry, Aberdeen, enclosing stamps as payment for the communion tablecloth.

11.11 Disjunction Certificate, Dec 4th 1896, from Alness for Miss Bella Fraser.

11.12 Letter, November 23rd 1896, from Rev A. Macpherson, recommending Mr David Sutherland as a recipient of the Forsyth fund, together with reply from John Thompson, session clerk, indicating acceptance.

11.13 Letter, November 1st, 1896, from A. J. Macdonald, presbytery clerk, to John Thomson, session clerk, re Rev. A. Macpherson’s grant.

11.14 Letter, October 30th 1896, John Thomson, session clerk, to A. J. Macdonald, presbytery clerk re Rev. A. Macpherson’s grant.

11.15 Letter, undated, from Parochial Board to John Thomson, session clerk, re Forsyth Mortification.

11.16 Bank receipt, May 14th 1896, to Rev W. Scott.

11.17 Bank Statement, May 18th 1896, to Rev W. Scott

11.18 Letter, March 19th 1896, from J. B. McIntosh, convener of Committee on Statistics to John Thomson, session clerk re number of communicants in the Gaelic Chapel in 1893 and 1894.

11.19 Letter, March 14th 1896, John Thomson, session clerk, to J. B. McIntosh, convener of Committee on Statistics re number of communicants in the Gaelic Chapel.

11.20 Letter, July 24th 1896, to John Thomson, session clerk, following on the retirement of the beadle, requesting temporary arrangements.

11.21 Letter, January 20th, John Thomson, session clerk, to A. J. Macdonald, presbytery clerk re statistics for the Gaelic Chapel.

11.22 Letter, July 10th 1895, John Thomson, session clerk, to the convener of the Foreign Mission Committee re collections.

11.23 Appeal, undated,  for increased collections from Foreign Mission Committee.

11.24 Letter, undated, John Thomson, session clerk, to Rev A. Macpherson re first-time communicants.

11.25 Letter, undated, from G. St. Quintin re appointment of a beadle.

11.26 Note from Rev A. Macpherson of church collections from May 1894 to May 1895, £1.19.5

11.27 Request from John Thomson for note of collections and expenditure from the Chapel for year, ending 14th May 1895.

11.28 Disjunction certificate, May 13th 1895 for Mary Macdonald, now Mrs Henry Henderson.

11.29 Disjunction certificate, May 12th 1895, for Henry Henderson.

11.30 Disjunction certificate, May 3rd 1895, for Miss Jessie McLeod

11.31 Letter, April 12th 1895, Rev. A. Macpherson to John Thomson, session clerk, re schedules sent to the presbytery.

11.32 Letter, April 15th 1895, John Thomson, session clerk, to Rev. A. J. Macdonald, presbytery clerk, objecting to chapel statistics not going through the kirk session.

11.33 Letter, April 9th 1895, John Thomson, session clerk, to Rev. A. J. Macdonald, presbytery clerk: Rev. A. Macpherson has not yet replied to a letter requesting chapel statistics.

11.34 Request 27th March 189, John Thomson, session clerk, to Rev. A. Macpherson for Chapel statistics.

11.35 Letter, May 13th 1896,  from Mr. Mackenzie, organist, requesting an increase in salary.  NB this was granted.
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12.1 Letter, March 3rd 1894, Cromarty fishermen to the Established and Free Churches requesting a change in the date of the summer communion.

12.2 Letter, April 4th 1894, John Thomson, session clerk, to Mr. James Copland, clerk of the fishermen’s meeting, conveying the kirk session’s decision.

12.3 Extract from Minutes of the Established and Free Churches’ Kirk Session meetings, 4th May 1894 and 19th April 1894 respectively, giving their responses to the fishermen’s request.

12.4 Letter, undated, James Copland, Clerk (to Free Church Kirk Session) to Rev W. Scott, enclosing session  minute.

12.5 Discharge and Obligation of Relief by the School Board of the Parish of Cromarty in favour of the Kirk Session of Cromarty 1873.  In 1829 a group of members of the established church subscribed funds and ‘set agoing’ a Sessional School, kept ‘on foot’ for several years.  1838 Sederunt Book begun and fund stood at £300.  £200 spent to acquire piece of ground from George Macdonald’s Estate in 1839.  E – home of Thomas Gair; S&W – Lands of the Ness; N – way from town to Ness.  At disruption Trustees delivered records to Kirk Session of ‘English Church’.  The desks, being fixtures in the Friendly Society Hall were given to the Society in compensation for some injuries for which the school funds were liable.  Building had not been proceeded with because of affairs in the church. 

Balance of £113 10,10d – 18?5 but no further action to establish school

Balance of £30 1 155 7d – 1872  Property and funds transferred to School Board.

[Witnessed by Herbert Travers Brydon, clerk in Commercial Bank, Cromarty
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14.1 Receipt, n.d., 1s 6d for the gypsum of the church ceiling 1lb 14oz Flemish ?

14.2 Note from Adam Hall, n.d., ‘please give the bearer [James Simpson sailor] a peck of meal’

14.3 Note from George McDonald, 29th May 1843, ‘give William Fiddler one peck of oat meal’.

14.4 Note, 8th June 1835, ‘to be paid to W J Fraser £5 2s 6d’

14.5 Note, 4th July 1836, ‘silver 7s; copper 13s 8½d’

14.6 Note, March 1839, ‘for Findlay Fiddler: ½ mutchkin vinegar, ½lb soap, ½ barrel coals, ticking’ and other items

14.7 Account, 20th Nov [no year], Alex McPherson, 10s 4d for cotton, nails and whitening paper.

14.8 Account, 1st Oct [no year], Alex McPherson, 3s 2½d for cotton and tape.

14.9 Note, 22nd Jan [no year], collection 3s 8d.

14.10 Note from George McDonald, 29th May 1843, ‘give Widow Johnstone one peck of oat meal’.

14.11 Account, 5th Dec [no year], Robert Ross, 2s 7d for 5 shirts, 4 petticoats, 3 frocks and 2 ‘pinifores’

14.12 Authority, 10th July 1840, to pay John Fraser £6 15s as officer connected with the Gaelic Church.

14.13 Note from George McDonald, 8th May 1843, ‘give Widow Johnstone one peck of oat meal’.

14.14 Note, n.d., ‘see if the Kirk Session repaid Banker Ross £4 paid by him to Andrew Ross Painter and Ann Hood his wife 2nd May 18(?)8 for property at Church Yard sold by them to Church Session.’

14.15 Account, 4th June 1851, Janet Mackay, 1s for making window blinds for the church.

14.16 Account, n.d., D Murray £4 14s 10d for rich silk velvet, merino, fringe, black silk and flannel.

14.17 Account, 30th May [no year], A McPherson, 2s 8d for cotton for grave cloth for Mary Ross parish pauper.

14.18 Account, 1848, A McPherson, 2s 8d for grave linen for ? Navity.

14.19 Receipt, Nov 1835, paid George Gordon’s wife 3s for boarding and lodging a deranged stranger three days.

14.20 Account, 25th Jan 1845, A McPherson, 10s 7½d for candles.

14.21 Account, 1844, A McPherson, 3s 6d for 7yds cotton for Widow Skinner

14.22 Note, 27th Feb 1836, from George McDonald and Jeremiah Joyner recommending payment of 2s to John Fletcher ‘in bodily distress and quite indigent’

14.23 Receipt, 1845, A McPherson, 2s 8d for grave linen for Widow ?

14.24 Account, 2nd Aug 18(?)1, Thomas Ross, mason, to Mr Russel £1 10s: 2s for 1 day ‘taiking down the gabel tops’, 3s for filling two windows, and £1 5s ‘for the first agreement’.

14.25 Account, n.d., no name, £1 14s 10d for workmanship, cloth, nails and glue.

14.26 Note, 20th April 1843, authorising payment of 10s to Widow Francis Johnston to enable her to return to her native place in England.

14.27 Receipt, 21st June 1845, Andrew Maitland, £12 2s from Sessional School Trustees..

14.28 Account, Jan 1836, to Kirk Session of Cromarty for 3s for John Holm, church officer, making grave at Resolis for John Grant, pauper.

14.29 Note, 7th May 1835, authorising payment of £1 to the wife of Doanld McKeddy, Newton, as the fee as nurse to the natural child of Jannet McGrigir an Idiot.

14.30 Note, 11th Jan 1836, authorising payment of 3s to May Urquhart on behoof og her mother Widow Urquhart of Boghouse.

14.31 Note, n.d., from Thomas Middleton to Kirk Session, ‘Widow Urquhart, a pauper at Davidston was accidentally found lying in the ? near her house in a state of insensibility on Thursday last and carried home by her neighbours, by whom she has been since watched & attended night & day. She has no relatives at hand to take charge of her, & her house is destitute of food & fuel. Having been previously subject to Epilepsy it is feared she will need an attendant for a considerable time.’

14.32 Note, Oct 1844, to certify that Jean McDonald stands in the need of the help of your parish.

14.33 Paper relating to unpaid tax on dividends on £1069 19s 5d Consuls in the name of ‘Stewart, Ross, McKenzie, McDonald, Barkly and Taylor’ who are now deceased.

14.34 Paper relating to unpaid tax on dividends on £1069 19s 5d Consuls in the name of ‘Stewart, Ross, McKenzie, McDonald, Barkly and Taylor’ who are now deceased.

14.35 Paper relating to unpaid tax on dividends on £1069 19s 5d Consuls in the name of ‘Stewart, Ross, McKenzie, McDonald, Barkly and Taylor’ who are now deceased.

14.36 Note, 29th Sep 1847, authorising payment to a precentor.

14.37 Statement of account, 23rd April 1849, Mr Fraser’s account re Sessional School:

1845 Jan 3rd to sale of old wood doors and window on the low ? house of the Braehead property as valued  £2 9s 8d

1848 Aug 4th to sale of old wood doors on ? Macallans house on the Braehead property 14s

1845 Jan 3rd paid William Mackenzie for 26 days work enclosing the Braehead property £2 12s 

Nov 17th paid for padlock 1s

1846 Jan 24th paid for padlock 1s

1847 July 4th paid William Mackenzie mason 1s 6d

1848 Aug 4th paid William Mackenzie mason for pulling down Macallans house and building up passage 14s etc

Cromarty Church Papers  

Bundle 15

15.1 Note by Walter Scott, minister of Cromarty, concerning the transmission to the ‘Scotsman’ newspaper’s widows and orphans fund of the proceeds of a collection at the close of the Queen Victoria Memorial Service of 2 Nov 1901

15.2 Note dated 1/5/1877 of the contents of a box of church papers delivered by Mr Walter Buchanan, Session clerk, to the Rev W Scott. Refers to:  a box containing a feu charter on the Estate of Cromarty dated 1779; Intimation klein’s Bequest; Cvash books of the Isle (sic) Seatholders; Session Records (4 vols from 1678 on - except for 1690-1737 volume, taken away and burned by mistake).

15.3 Benefice Register and Church Records 1892-3

15.4 Navity Feu contract between George Ross and the Minister and Kirk Session of Cromarty 27/5/1779 whereby GR commits to pay for the schoolmaster and poor relief 22 bolls victual annually - half bear and half oatmeal.

15.5 1849 plan of proposed new Sessional School with attached letters from one Andrew Maitland with specifications and costs (one storey building containing one classroom).

15.6 Plan of proposed extension to EC manse (Forsyth House) 1929.

15.7 Collection notes 1845-6 and receipts 1876-77 - including payments to Session Clerk, Church Officer, etc.

15.8 1896 letter to Parish Session clerks requesting old communion tokens and information about them. Note appended indicates 2 tokens sent - from 1797 and 1833.

15.9 Note dated 14/12/1855 from St Andrews, Fife, giving names and dates of birth of the 4 children of the (late?) Mr Ross.

15.10 Invoice dated 22/11/1930 from Civil Service Supply Association Ltd to Rev. Moore, Cromarty for a glass container, burner and grate.

15.11 Duplicate list of church possessions dated 20/7/1908 compiled by Rev W Scott. Includes title deeds to Mission Hall (East Church Hall), Kirk Session Records, mural tablets, church furniture, etc.

15.12 Statements of interest on War Stock and Consolidated Stock 1949-59.

Cromarty Church papers

Bundle 16

16.1 Receipt, 21st Nov 1889, from Logan and Co, Inverness for £45 for a harmonium (American organ)

16.2 Receipt, 11th January 1877, from D Mackintosh, Inverness, £22 10s for putting up a new church bell

16.3 Receipt, 17th December 1860, from William Massey, £1 7s for wood, lock, paint, nails and hinges for garden door at sessional school.

16.4 Account and receipts

16.4.1 Receipt, 23rd January 1854, £8 17s for 118 pecks of meal from Charles Bain, meal dealer, for Klein’s Bequest

16.4.2 Klein’s Bequest, 102 tickets of 1 barrel of coals at 2s 4d – £11 18s 

16.4.3 Receipt, 1855, J W Forsyth (headed paper), 115 barrels coal and 115 pecks meal, £20 16s 10½d. from ‘Klyns Funds’.

16.4.4 Account, 15th April 1857, Sang & Adam to Rev George Russell and Kirk Session, £8 6s 2d legal fees for work relating to sessional school.

16.4.5  Receipt, 4th February 1888, J W Forsyth, Coal, Meal and Salt Merchant (headed paper), £18 5s 8½d, for 113 barrels of coal and 113 pecks of meal from Klein’s Bequest.

16.4.6 Receipt, February 1861, for £6 as 23 years feu duty from 1837 for subjects on Braehead, sometime belonging to Alexander McAllan, afterwards to Isabella McAllan, now to the Kirk Session. 

16.5 Estimate, 6th November 1876, from D Mackintosh, Bellhanger, Inverness, of £22 10s to furnish a bell and fit it in the Established Church, Cromarty.

16.6 Summary of payments to Logan and Comy, Inverness, of £45 over three years (1885–87) for an American organ.

